GENERAL MEETING MINUTES/DRAFT
Lake Ashton Democratic Club

HFC Community Room
November 6, 2025, 6:30 PM
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Attendance of Board of Directors

Ron McKie, President

Deanna Mayne, Vice-President
Carolyn Ritz, Treasurer

Howard Mayne, Secretary

Board Member Phyllis Brushaber
Board Member Paul Ritz

Board Member Charles Roland

Attendance
31 Members and 4 Guests (including the speaker). Two new members were added.

Call to Order 6:31 pm by Ron McKie, President.

Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of New Members/Attendees/Birthdays acknowledged
Minutes

The minutes of the October 2, 2025, General Meeting distributed in advance to the membership
were approved by acclamation.

Treasurer’s Report
The current balance is $1613.46. Members were reminded that membership for 2025 is now due.
Speaker

The speaker was Victor Sims, who is a candidate for Polk County School Board District 3
(Check). The election will be held August 18, 2026.



Victor told the members that he had been in foster care early in life, and that he had later
benefitted immensely from his teachers in public school. In particular, African American
teachers had served as role models for him.

Informed by his educational experiences, he unveiled his ABC plan (A=Accessibility; B=
Balance; C=Community). Inspired by his teachers, he felt that a face on the Board that
community members could identify with would increase the sense of community. He
emphasized the need for increased teacher salaries. He also pointed out that public funds are
being siphoned to religious schools, to the detriment of public schools. Victor vigorously
opposes book bans.

Responding to a question from Carol Gillespie, he clarified that there are seven members of the
board. More information can be found at: http://Simsforpolk.com

He solicited donations at the end of his talk.

Matthew Crowley reported that there will be a runoff election for the Winter Haven City
Commission Seat 4 on December 2. He pointed out that turnout in the November 4 election was
only 17% He emphasized his campaign was willing to pick people up, and drive them to the
polls; they only need to call his campaign November 20 is the last day to register to vote. Colette
McKie pointed out that Snowflakes will be writing postcards on his behalf, and manning
phonebanks. She invited members to join them. Ron McKie announced that stamps for postcards
for the Crowley campaign had been provided by the Polk Democratic Executive Committee
(DEC).

Vice President Announcements

The December meeting will not have a speaker. Dee suggested we use the meeting to celebrate
what we have achieved in 2025. A potluck dinner was suggested, but met with underwhelming
enthusiasm.

President Announcements

Ron noted that Nancy Pelosi is retiring soon, and acknowledged her contributions to politics. In
particular, he praised her efforts for raising the profile and participation of women in politics.

He also pointed out that there had been several Democratic wins in local elections in the
November 4 elections.

Ron reported that 40 members of LADC had attended the Freedom Gala on October 25.

He also reported that 75 people had attended the pizza social on October 28. (61 had RSVP’ed;
14 more showed up.) This time, we had more food than needed, in contrast to previous years.
Ron clarified that food at the pizza social had been donated — primarily by the directors — and
that no club funds had been involved with their purchase.

Ron McKie reminded the group that Snowflakes were ready and willing to help candidates.
Snowflakes meet 6-8 pm each Tuesday. Ron reminded the Club that stamp donations for
Snowflakes were always welcome.


http://simsforpolk.com/

Ron also encouraged members to engage with legislators via the Scalls app. https://5Scalls.org
The app has a menu of issues that can be addressed, and a series of questions that can be emailed
for each topic.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm.


https://5calls.org/

