
The widely unpopular M-CORES, the proposed 330 miles of new toll roads through rural Florida, will
drain our state’s tax dollar coffers and steal resources from Florida’s critically needed transportation
projects. The Florida Legislature should repeal M-CORES and redirect the funding to the
existing priorities of the people of Florida:

● Extrapolating from the independent projections of Florida TaxWatch and the costs of Florida’s
Wekiva Parkway, the entire project could cost $26.4 billion or more over the next 10 years.1

● M-CORES has already wasted millions of taxpayer dollars.
● There is no documented need for these roads. The final report for each of the three

appointed Task Forces states that “The Task Force did not reach a conclusion based on the
information available at this time that there is a specific need for a completely new greenfield
corridor or modification of existing facilities through the study area to achieve the statutory
purpose.”

● A fiscal feasibility study done by Cornell Consulting showed no scenario that passed FDOT’s
financial criteria. The analysis used FDOT’s financially stringent guidelines to evaluate the
project’s feasibility based on existing statute using a model that ran 500 trials to account for
variance in each project variable. None could demonstrate financial viability, even under
best-case scenarios.

● FDOT has failed to provide costs and accountability for millions already spent.
● Cutting M-CORES funding will save the state more than $100 million this year alone, and

up to $26.4 billion in the long-term.
● In FY 2019-20 and FY 2020-21, $142.5 million was allocated for the M-CORES toll roads

without any determination of need or feasibility.2

● The project bypassed FDOT’s Corridor Planning Process, resulting in the project being fast
tracked without any preliminary determination of need or financial feasibility.

● The 2020 M-CORES funding increased from $90 million to $117 million in 2020, all while more
than $90 million in transportation backlog and water quality projects were cut from the
2020 budget. These documented needs could have been fully funded with M-CORES funds.

The Suncoast Connector provides a glaring example:

● An independent fiscal study by Florida TaxWatch estimated the cost of the Suncoast
Connector at $4-10.5 billion based on comparisons of other toll road projects.3 Under the cost
scenarios considered, toll receipts per mile would have to equal or exceed those collected on
the Turnpike to cover bonds.

● Nearly all of US 19 in the Suncoast Connector study area operates at 16% of capacity
during peak traffic, and use is not expected to increase beyond 22% by 2045.4
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● Florida TaxWatch called the Suncoast Connector as “a risky project with what is sure to be a
large price tag and little demonstrated transportation need.”

M-CORES was an unneeded, reckless project before COVID-19, now it also threatens to make
the pains of our public health crisis even more pronounced:

● The financial health of FDOT and the FL Turnpike System is questionable. COVID-19 has
drastically altered traffic patterns devastating toll revenues to the tune of $189 million in
losses. Delays in vaccinating the population to allow us to resume a “new normal” means FDOT
won’t recoup those losses anytime soon.5

● COVID-19 has greatly increased Florida’s financial risk. The pandemic decimated state
revenues causing losses of $1.9 billion in FY 2019-2020 and $5.4 billion in FY 2020-21. This
will cause projected state budget shortfalls of $2.77 billion in FY 2021-22 and $2.058 billion
in FY 2022-23.6

● Economists project a $1.49 billion (about 5.7%) decrease in funds going into the State
Transportation Trust Fund over the next five years, which is a primary source of M-CORES
funding.7

● Since M-CORES funding is channeled through FDOT’s five-year work program, failure to
repeal the project will siphon money away from other much-needed transportation projects
from across the state also included in the work program. The compounding effects of the
pandemic and the continued funding of M-CORES has already resulted in the cut or delay of
77 road projects from FDOT’s five-year work plan.

● In a time of historic budget shortfalls, fiscal responsibility requires the cutting of needless,
wasteful programs.

● Continuing to fund the planning and design of M-CORES will divert general revenue dollars from
other pressing needs. As of October 2020, nearly $9 million ($8,977,793) had been paid to
contractors working on M-CORES.  This does not include staff time, as stated via email dated
8/18/2020 from FDOT general counsel Richard Shine. Via publicly available information, we
know that more than $125,000 of staff time was paid to task force members to conduct and
attend task force meetings.

93% of the public that provided comments to FDOT (nearly 10,000 comments) opposed building
the roads.8

The state’s people and its natural resources have real needs; M-CORES simply isn’t one of
them.
By repealing M-CORES we can redirect funding to the true needs of our state, including critical
transportation infrastructure projects that have been backlogged and identified in FDOT’s five year work
plan.
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