
MINUTES  

Lake Ashton Democratic Club   

In-Person and Virtual Meeting Via Zoom 

February 2, 2023 4:30 PM 

LIVE/ZOOM HYBRID MEETING 

  

 

   

Attendance of Board of Directors:   

Richard Sutherland, President Ron McKie, Vice President 
Carolyn Ritz, Treasurer Paul Ritz, Secretary 

Howard Kay, Board Member Carol Gillespie, Board Member 
Deanna Mayne, Board Member  Judy Mehal, Board Member 

Howard Mayne, Sgt. At Arms  
 

Absent: Kathy Sites, Board Member 
 

Prior to the Call to Order, Kathie Sutherland spoke to the attendees about 
the importance of re-registering ourselves and others for Vote-by-Mail 

(VBM) and circulated some VBM-related trivia questions to stimulate 

awareness and entertain the group a bit.  All VBM applications must be 
renewed for each election cycle in Florida. 

 
Call to Order at 4:32 PM by Richard Sutherland, President 

        
Pledge of Allegiance    

    
Speaker: Paul Ritz introduced Tom Phillips, Executive Director of Citrus 

Connection, which coordinates all mass transit operations in Polk County. 
Mr. Phillips spoke at length and gave a slide presentation, discussing, 

among other things: 
 

Consolidation of all Polk County mass transit operations within Citrus 
Connection, which eliminated redundancies and saved $600,0000 in 

taxpayer money and preserved jobs, health and pension benefits for transit  

employees; 
 



Pointing out that 87% of mass transit users have no car, 56% use mass 

transit to get to work and 17.7% of Polk county residents are below the 
poverty line, making inexpensive mass transit essential; 

 
Noted various partnerships with educational institutions, health care 

facilities, municipalities and business, such as Legoland, providing students, 
patients and workers the opportunity to get where they need to go either 

for free or inexpensively. 

 
Discussed significant growth in eastern Polk County and urged us to 

encourage the County Commissioners to devote funds toward expanding 
mass transit in eastern Polk County. 

 
Informed us about the services provided by Citrus connection in support of 

disaster recovery, such as transporting people to shelters and doing house 
checks after big storms. 

 
Discussed the “Squeeze” project in Lakeland, which uses high-occupancy 

golf carts to bring people to the downtown dining and entertainment areas.  
Plans are in the works for “Squeeze” projects in Winter Haven and Lake 

Wales. 
 

In response to a question from the group, Mr. Phillips indicated that Citrus 

Connection is also focused on the expansion of Thompson Nursery Road and 
the impact it will have on local transit.  

 
Minutes: Minutes were emailed to members. The minutes were approved 

by acclamation without a formal motion. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Richard Sutherland announced that the Treasurer’s 
report will no longer be presented at the meeting, as it is circulated via 

email to all members in advance of all General Membership meetings. 
 

NOTE: 2023 DUES ARE NOW DUE. DUES ARE $15/person, $7.50 for 
Snowbirds. 

 
Membership Committee Report – Howard Mayne, Chair, Richard 

Sutherland, Howard Kay, Ron McKie.  

 
Richard Sutherland indicated that the Committee would be making an effort 

to reach out to all Lake Ashton Democrats in order to expand membership 
by getting Democrats in Lake Ashton to get acquainted with each other 

through both large and small social gatherings and participating in activities 
together. He also noted that we picked up 13 new members from the 

January 26 social event, with several attendees from that event joining us 
at this meeting and registering or re-registering as members.  



 

 
 

Outreach Committee Report – Kathie Sutherland/Laverne Grey.  
 

Kathie Sutherland stressed the importance of getting people to register to 
vote by mail and handed out postcards and colored pens to the group to 

work on during and after the meeting.  She also reminded the group about 

Snowflakes, which meets every Tuesday night @ 6:00 PM in the basketball 
court at the HFC to engage in various activities in support of getting 

Democrats elected and supporting causes we favor.  
 

Catherine Price, former Polk DEC Chair spoke about the proposed 
plastic pipe plant in Lake Wales and encouraged our members to attend the 

Planning & Zoning Board meeting on Thursday, February 9 @ 5:30pm at 
the Lake Wales City Hall, in the City Commission chambers, to inquire about 

and raise pertinent issues about the application for the plant. Those 
interested in attending should arrive early (5:00pm).  

 
Future Meetings and Adjournment 

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 2nd at the HFC. Our 

speaker will be Wayne Rolodolfich, Superintendent of Lake Wales Charter 

Schools.  
 

There being no further business, President Sutherland asked for a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. Ron McKie made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Carolyn Ritz. The motion was approved by acclamation and the meeting 

was adjourned at 5:23 p.m.  

 

Several members stayed at the meeting after adjournment to work on VBM 

postcards. 

 


