
MINUTES  

Lake Ashton Democratic Club   

In-Person and Virtual Meeting Via Zoom 

Thursday, June 2nd, 2022 – 4:30 PM  

  

 

   

Attendance of Board of Directors:   

Carol Gillespie, President Ron McKie, Vice President 

Carolyn Ritz, Treasurer Shelley Miller, Secretary 

Howard Kay, Board Member (absent) Paul Ritz, Board Member 
Kathy Sites, Board Member  Tom Scali, Board Member (absent) 

 
 

Call to Order at 4:32 PM    Carol Gillespie, President 
        

Pledge of Allegiance            Carol Gillespie, President 
   

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ATTENDEES:  
 

Minutes: Minutes were emailed to members. The minutes were approved 
by acclamation. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Carolyn Ritz reported a balance of $ 3446.10. The 

report was emailed to members.  

 
Introduction of Speaker: Carol Gillespie introduced two speakers: 

 
Dell Quary Polk County School Board district 7 

Dell is retired educator of 35 years. She has been asked several times 
to run for School Board and decided to try this year.  She was the first 

Title One Liaison with Polk Schools.  Her mission was to engage 
parents and get them involved in their children’s education.  She has 

also been an academic advisor and adjunct professor.    
 

Dell stands for Accountability, Listening, Learning, and will be making 
her decision for what is right for the good of the whole.  She will 

continue to reach out to parents and stakeholders and encourage 
them to get involved. 



 

Campaign priorities include assuring tax dollars are spent wisely and 
efficiently, resources for student achievement, retaining our talented 

teachers, making sure students are ready post-graduation. 
 

Find more information on Dell’s website votewellwithdell.org.  
 

Dell is seeking support in the August 23, 2002 election. 

 
Sarah Jones, Polk County School Board district 6 

Sarah is an attorney from Lake Wales.  She was raised in Polk County 
Public Schools.  Comes from a family of educators.  Has managed four 

campaigns since 2016.  She felt compelled to run for the seat when 
she learned who would be the alternative (right wing conservative 

candidate who is very well funded).   
 

Sara is seeking support in the August 23rd election.  She is also 
seeking volunteers and help with the linking to organizations on the 

west side of Polk County. 
 

Find more information on Sara’s website Sarajonesforpolk.com 
 

 

Outreach Committee Report – Kate Delles & Barbara Kelly 
There were 7 people at Snowflakes on Tuesday.  Emails were sent and 

phone calls made to local and state officials per request of the LACAC & RCC 
with regard to the impact of residential developments surrounding our 

neighborhoods. 
 

Membership Committee Report – Richard Sutherland  reported that the 
LADC will be reaching out to every registered Democrat here at Lake Ashton 

(more than 500) in July inviting them to a Summer Social in the form of a 
pizza party to be held at the Pavilion (behind the Club House and on the 

lake) on Tuesday, August 16, 2022 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
 

 
Future Meetings and Adjournment 

• July 7th speakers: Kay Fields, incumbent rerunning for the school 

board, District 5 and Kathy Dobson of Planned Parenthood. 
 

• August 4th speaker:  Suzanne Lindsey, Chairman, Polk Forever 
Polk Forever is a group of conservation minded volunteers working to 

provide a greener future for our county by protecting Polk's remaining 
wild and working lands.  Voters will have a chance to support this 

effort in the November 8th general election.  The Polk County 
Environmental Lands Acquisition and Management Referendum, if 



passed, will provide funding through a dedicated 0.2 mil ad valorem 

property tax for twenty years.  This is a sound investment to protect 
the habitat of thousands of species of plants and animals and to 

provide green spaces for present and future generations as Polk's 
population approaches one million. 

 
• The Lake Ashton Democratic Club Summer Social Gathering will be 

held at the Pavilion on Tuesday, August 16th 6-8pm.  Food and 

refreshments will be provided. 

 
 

There being no further business, Pres. Gillespie asked for a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. Carolyn Ritz made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Richard Sutherland. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 

5:43 p.m.  

 
 

 


